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Introduction.
Islam is divided into schools of jurisprudence that are called Hanafi, Maliki, Hanbal, and Shafili. The other side of slam is then divided into the sectors of Islam, Zaydis, and Twelvers. The difference that exists between the Shiites and suns comes from the different beliefs they had about the person who could have succeeded prophet Muhammad (Mottahedeh,2016). Sunnis have a less elaborate hierarchy of leadership in religion unlike the Shiites and lastly, they both interpret the slam school of law differently.
Reasons for and against Ali as the successor of Prophet Mohammed. 
According to Sunni, Ali was the illegitimate successor to Muhammad as they believed caliphs were fit to choose them by community consensus and elections where other Muslims are involved. Those who were against the nomination believed that only God would appoint a prophet. God had the role of appointing the successor to the prophet. God was also responsible for the first caliph appointment.
Tumultuous rule of last caliph Ali.
During the reign of the last caliph Ali, it was considered tumultuous as Ali punished all those that were found guilty of sedation and activities that were subversive. He then got helpless as people disobeyed him. They overpowered him and he could not execute any punishment to them (Esposito, 2017). To add to that, he dismissed governors appointed by Othman and instead placed their trusted aides.
Imam’s law and Sunnis /Shi’as understanding.
In Islam law, imams refer to the religious leaders in Muslim communities and mosques. They are responsible for delivering sermons, leading prayers, and providing counseling and religious education. Sunnis view the twelve imams as humans without any divine powers. They only get the pleasure of being referred to as the Muslims who are righteous and are respected due to their relationship with Ali and his wife daughter to Muhammad (Al-Imam et al.,2020). On the other hand, Shi’as believe that imams are appointed by God's leaders to succeed Muhammad. They also know that the imams are inspired by God and they are sinless and infallible. According to them, they interpret Quran teachings without errors.
Umayyad and how they exacerbated division.
The Umayyad was the second of the major caliphate that was established after the death of Muhammad. They had their ruler called the Umayyad dynasty. They were known for centralizing authority in Islamic civilization. They were tasked with overseeing territory expansion and thereby spread over a large area (Hawting,2017). Umayyad contributed to the d Historical events for the Shia and Sunni differences. The cause of the split occurred after the death of Prophet Mohammad. His followers wanted their community to decide the person who would succeed them whereas others thought that a person of his family would take the mantle. That brought about the difference between Shia and Sunnis Muslims.
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